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Professionally Speaking – one of Canada’s 
top 50 magazines in terms of circulation 
and the only magazine to reach all licensed 
teachers in Ontario – launches a whole new 
look this month.

“There’s a feeling of new beginnings in Ontario education 
and our redesign captures that,” said Publisher Richard 
Lewko. “It’s very reader-friendly and inviting.” 

Refl ecting on the publication’s purpose and readership, 
Nigel Smith and Alison Hahn of Hahn Smith Design began 
with the cover and wordmark.

“The emphasis on ‘speaking’ is meant to underline the 
fact that this is a vehicle for teachers’ voices,” says Hahn. 
“Inside the magazine, the design reinforces and clarifi es an 
editorial structure that was already in place.”

“In updating the design, we wanted the magazine’s 
content to be very accessible,” says Managing Editor Joyce 
Mason. “Today’s readers want to be able to fi nd their favou-
rite items quickly and to pinpoint easily articles they need 
to reread or share with a colleague or parent.”

To support these goals, Professionally Speaking’s new 
look gives fresh interpretation to proven magazine design 
elements. Page headers tell readers exactly where they are 
and help them fi nd their way while colour is used both to 
link various sections of the magazine and to set features 

apart from other departments. Decks provide a context 
for regular items or departments and introduce feature 
topics. Pull quotes contribute points of visual interest and 
additional access to content for readers as they browse 
the pages. 

Hahn points out that pull quotes held a particular 
appeal. “We use pulled quotes not only because they 
offer another level of reading, but because they reinforce 
the idea of speaking that is embedded in the name 
Professionally Speaking.”

College Chair Marilyn Laframboise said the new, more 
modern look of the teacher magazine refl ects the organi-
zation’s commitment to open communication. “We wanted 
a fresh inviting look and I think we’ve really achieved it. 
Initial feedback from teachers is very positive.”

For more information, contact:
Joyce Mason
Managing Editor, Professionally Speaking
Ontario College of Teachers
416-961-8800 ext. 448
jmason@oct.ca
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Professionally Speaking has 
a total circulation of over 
184,000 (BPA audit March 2004) 
with a total audience of more 
than 220,000.

Professionally Speaking –
for insightful articles and 
current reports on the teaching 
profession in Ontario. 

Ontario College of Teachers 
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  This design emphasizes and 
clarifi es an editorial structure 
that was already in place.  

Fresh new look for Ontario educators
Cette communiqué est également disponible en français sous le 
titre «Un nouveau visage pour les éducateurs de l’Ontario» 
à www.oct.ca ➔ publications ➔ communiqués.



The new wordmark
The new purple-on-white Professionally Speaking word-
mark emphasizes speaking – signalling that this is a venue 
in which teachers discuss issues and ideas of importance to 
their profession.

The cover
On the cover, the wordmark is paired with a blue square. 
Together, running across the top of the page, they form a 
banner heading that delivers several advantages:
➔ a strong colour, shape and typographic link to other new 
publications of the Ontario College of Teachers
➔ additional space for ‘inside this issue’ information
➔ more variety in potential cover imagery.

New design elements
The new design employs various elements:
➔ Page headers identify magazine sections and note individ-
ual features to help readers fi nd items of particular interest. 
➔ Colour provides coherence between sections while distin-
guishing features and other parts of the magazine. 
➔ Section and feature decks provide a context for regular 
items and introduce specifi c topics. 
➔ Pull quotes contribute points of visual interest and addi-
tional access to content for readers as they browse the pages.

For more information, contact:
Joyce Mason, 
Managing Editor, Professionally Speaking
Ontario College of Teachers
416-961-8800 ext. 448, jmason@oct.ca

To subscribe 
Subscriptions to Professionally Speaking are available at a cost of 
$10/year (4 issues) in Canada (outside Canada $20/year). 

To advertise
To book space or for information regarding advertising, contact 
Jennifer DiIorio or Sarah Kavassalis, Dovetail Communications Inc., 
tel 905-886-6640 or e-mail jdiiorio@dvtail.com. 

Ontario College of Teachers 
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Bradley’s two worlds – sport and teach-
ing music – may seem miles apart, but 
they are more intertwined than you 
think. “There is a common saying among 
teachers that you must be a lifelong 
learner, and the same mantra applies to 
elite athletes. In order to stay at the top 
of your game – in sport or teaching – you 
need to be familiar with new things and 
open-minded about trying them.”

Growing up in Pinkerton, the outfi elder/
pitcher was often told that she would 
have to choose between her musical as-
pirations and her softball, but she found 
that they complemented each other.

Bradley received her Bachelor of 
Music Education from the University of 
Western Ontario in 2003 while compet-
ing for the Canadian national women’s 
softball team. She jokes about playing 
the piano in music festivals with her 
softball sliders on underneath her skirt, 
but adds that, as a music teacher, she 
hopes to show her students that you can 

succeed in a number of areas and that 
you don’t have to sacrifi ce one talent to 
achieve success in another. Like many of 
the athletes who want to teach, Bradley 
found that balance was important in her 
life – so that every success or failure did 
not revolve around sport.

Teachers to be
Swimmer Liz Warden is also going for 
balance. She completed her Bachelor of 
Arts at the University of Toronto while 
establishing herself as one of the world’s 
best swimmers in the individual medley 
event. She has already completed train-
ing that will permit her to become an 
elementary teacher when her swimming 
career is over. She says that her job last 
summer teaching young children reas-
sured her that a classroom is defi nitely 
where she wants to be next.

Warden feels that many skills she’s 
learning now will stand her in good 
stead as a teacher. She talks about 

organizational skills, learning to balance 
responsibilities, and being energetic and 
willing to take on new challenges. “I 
defi nitely think there is a connection be-
tween high-level sport and teaching,” she 
says. “Elite athletes are in the business 
of learning and practising new ways to 
improve in their sport. Students, though 
they may not always do it consciously, 
are also constantly learning new skills in 
order to prepare themselves for life.”

Former Montrealer Jessica Chase also 
plans to pursue an education degree 
when her competition days are over. 
But for now Chase trains in Etobicoke 
as part of the national synchronized 
swimming team.

Fencer Sherraine MacKay received 
her teacher training at the University of 
Ottawa, graduating in 2001. Currently 
living and training in Paris, France, 
MacKay consistently ranks among the 
world’s top three in women’s épée.

This medal hopeful says her perfect 
job will have her teaching and coaching 
fencing in the same school. MacKay says 
she loved the connections she made with 
her students during her practice teaching 
at York Street Public School in Ottawa 
– connections she felt were enhanced 
by the travelling she did as a competi-
tive athlete. “I think I brought a greater 
knowledge of the world, which helped 
me understand my students more and 
also taught them compassion and under-
standing of others.”

Tradition and experience
The idea of athletes in the classroom is 
not a new one. Even Pierre de Coubertin, 
the father of the modern Olympic 
Games, extolled the virtue of “education 
through sport.” He spoke of Olymp-
ism as a “philosophy of life, exalting 
and combining in a balanced whole the 
qualities of body, will and mind.”

Judy Goss, who works with Athlete 
Services of the Canadian Olympic 
Committee in Toronto, feels that this 
link between elite athletes and teaching 
probably has a lot to do with the athlete/
coach relationship.

“Athletes know first-hand how to 
encourage others, having been encour-
aged themselves,” Goss explains. After 

  Athletes can connect with the kids, 
they can motivate them. For both sport 
and teaching, it’s all about problem solving 
– critically analyzing what they’re doing 
and then breaking it down.  
Judy Goss, Canadian Olympic Committee

When College member 
Alison Bradley lifts her baton 
to put the high school band 
through its paces, her mind is 

not on her upcoming Olympic debut or her 
next softball game or the fact that she is one 
of the best in the world in her sport. She is 
thinking of what she can do to help her 
students be the best that they can be. She’s 
listening to their phrasing and pitch and 
talking them through the diffi cult parts of 
music they have yet to master.
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“I defi nitely think there is a connection 
between high-level sport and teaching.”

Olympic swimmer Liz Warden
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College members, clockwise from 
centre front: marathon runners 
Drew Macaulay and Andy Hahn, 
high jumper Jeff Caton and 
softball player Alison Bradley 
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